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SUBJECT: GREEK-TURKISH SHOOTING INCIDENT 
REF: ANKARA 6655 (DTG 080606Z SEP 77)(NOTAL) 

1 . MOST PAPERS SEPTEMBER 8 CARRY REPORTS OF SHOOTING INCIDENT 
(REFTEL). AS DESCRIBED IN PRESS, GREEK PATROL BOAT FIRED ON 
SALVAGE SHIP NAMED "HOPA 1" (ALSO DESCRIBED AS TUGBOAT) IN 
INTERNATIONAL OR TURKISH WATERS NEAR DIKILI, WHICH IS LOCATED 
ON MITILINI STRAITS SEPARATING MITILINI (LESVOS) ISLAND AND 
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TURKISH MAINLAND. POPULAR DAILY "HURRIYET" ACCOUNT SAID THAT 
"HOPA 1", WHICH IS OWNED BY STATE MARITIME BANK, WAS ENROUTE 
FROM ISTANBUL TO ISKENDERUN WHEN STOPPED IN INTERNATIONAL 
WATERS NEAR MITILINI ISLAND AT APPROXIMATELY 1300 HOURS, 

SEPT. 7. ACCORDING TO "HURRIYET", TURKISH SHIP WAS 

STOPPED BY GREEK PATROL VESSEL WHEN IT WAS CLAIMED BY GREEKS 

THAT "HOPA 1 " VIOLATED MILITARY EXERCISE AREA. IN PROCESS, 
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GREEK PATROL BOAT OPENED FIRE WITH "LIGHT MACHINE GUN", AND 
PAGE ONE PICTURE IN "HURRIYET" SHOWS THAT "HOPA 1" WAS HIT 
BY SIX ROUNDS. NO REPEAT NO INJURIES WERE REPORTED ABOARD 
"HOPA 1". CONSERVATIVE DAILY "TERCUMAN" ACCOUNT QUOTES SHIP'S 
CAPTAIN AS SAYING THAT "HOPA 1" WAS DEFINITELY WITHIN TURKISH 
WATERS WHEN FIRED UPON. ALSO. PRESS REPORTS THAT PRIME 
MINISTER DEMIREL, WHEN QUESTIONED BY PRESS LATE SEPTEMBER 7, 
SAID THAT GOT IS LOOKING INTO SHOOTING INCIDENT. 

2. COMMENT: PREDICTABLY, "HOPA 1 " INCIDENT HAS BEEN GIVEN 
PROMINENT PLAY IN MOST PAPERS, ALTHOUGH MAJOR HEADLINES ARE 
DEVOTED TO GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC PROGRAM INCLUDING EXPECTED 
RISES IN BASIC COMMODITIES. FURTHER DETAILS ON SHOOTING 
INCIDENT ARE BEING REPORTED BY USDAO (IR 6 898 0500 77) 

(DTG 080832Z SEP 77)(NOTAL), AND USDAO IS ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE 
IN CONTACTS WITH GOT MILITARY SOURCES WHETHER AREA AROUND 
MITILINI (LESVOS) ISLAND HAS BEEN DECLARED MILITARY EXERCISE 
AREA BY GOG AND WHETHER NOTICE TO MARINERS HAS BEEN ISSUED TO 
THAT EFFECT. 

3. IT OCCURS TO US THAT, IF INCIDENT DID OCCUR AS PUBLI- 
CIZED, POSSIBLE REASON COULD HAVE BEEN MISREADING "HOPA" 

AS "HORA", FORMER NAME OF SEISMIC RESEARCH SHIP "SISMIK I". 

SPIERS 
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